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VOCATIONSFaith takes centerstage Father Clifford Smith draws on his past experiences to help St. Mark the Evangelist Catholic School theater students.
See Page 2.

VATICAN
Ecumenical efforts Pope Francis receives Grand Imam of Al-Azhar in audience at the Vatican, the first meeting between a pontiff and a grand imam since 2011.See Page 15.

SCHOOLSCreating a buzz New observation beehive offers St. Paul the Apostle Catholic School students a glimpse at nature in action.   See Page 13.

DIOCESE
New construction The community at St. Gabriel the Archangel Catholic Church in McKinney breaks ground on a new permanent sanctuary. See Page 3.

BEN TORRES/Special Contributor

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell, center, prepares Communion as newly ordained priests, front from left, Father Paul Stephen Bechter, Father Emmett V. Hall, Father Ignacio Olvera 

Ortiz and Father Daniel Rendón join him during the Rite of Ordination to the Priesthood May 21 at the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe.

By Seth GonzalesThe Texas Catholic

As a standing-room only con-gregation at the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe looked on, Bishop Kevin J. Farrell ordained four men to serve as priests in the diocese of Dallas on May 21.With the addition of Father Paul Bechter, Father Emmett Hall, Father Ignacio Olvera and Father Daniel Rendón, the Diocese of Dallas is now home to 74 diocesan priests serving 69 parishes. Of those priests, 22 are retired. There are also 73 priests in the diocese who belong to a religious order.While Father Hall and Father Bechter formed the contingent from Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving, Father Olvera represented St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston and Father Rendón represented Redemptoris Mater Seminary.Citing Jesus Christ’s prayer for his priests in the Gospel of John, 

Bishop Farrell implored the four new priests to mold their lives and hearts after the man to whom they have now dedicated their lives.“It is a prayer at the heart of Jesus Christ,” Bishop Farrell said. “He prays that you will always be faithful to his word and what he is calling you to do. It is a prayer that should be meditated upon by every priest at least once a week.”Bishop Farrell said the priest-hood is ultimately a grave respon-sibility because the priest is Jesus Christ’s representative in the world. When people see a priest, he said, they must receive a glimpse into the life and heart of Jesus Christ.“That is the most profound and most important fact of our ordina-tion,” Bishop Farrell said. “When people come looking for a priest, they are not looking for the person. They are looking for the image of Jesus Christ.”
That image, Bishop Farrell said, should always reflect the mercy 

and compassion of Jesus Christ in everything a priest says and does. Acknowledging that it will be tempting for the newly ordained priests to get caught up in worldly pursuits and place themselves in various factions of the church, Bishop Farrell urged them to remember the real reason for their ordination.
“We are ordained to bring the love and mercy of Jesus Christ to the people,” Bishop Farrell said. “We don’t belong to Ignatius. We don’t belong to Francis. We don’t belong to the chancery on Black-burn Avenue. We don’t belong to institutions or organizations. We belong to Jesus Christ, the church and to the people.”Having been in Rome over the course of their seminary training, Father Bechter and Father Hall are slated to return to the Eternal City to complete their studies in Sacred Scripture and Canon Law, respec-tively. On June 15, Father Olvera 

will begin serving as parochial vicar at St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic Church, while Father Rendón will step into the same role at Mary Immaculate Catholic Church in Farmers Branch.Bishop Farrell thanked the parents and family members of each newly ordained priest and pleaded for the congregation to continue praying for more vocations to the priesthood. Family life, he said, plays a defining role in the life of the church through its ability to foster vocations to the priesthood.“Vocations are born in the family,” Bishop Farrell said. “God may instill the seed in the heart, but unless that seed is cultivated it never becomes a plant. That seed is cultivated, first of all, in the family.”

Four men ordained as Diocese of Dallas priests

A Call to Faith

Additional coverage
Find more coverage of the Rite of Ordination on Pages 5-12.   
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We Will Never Forget

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell

Uniting The Church, Building The Future
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COMING UPMinistry conferenceDallas Ministry Conference is set to take place Sept. 29 through Oct. 1 at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in downtown Dallas.The event will feature author and educator Joe Paprocki as one of two keynote speakers. Atlanta Auxiliary bishop Luis Zamara is the other and will deliver his keynote speech in Spanish. 

DIOCESE
Celebrating culturesAt diocese’s predominantly Hispanic parishes, communities celebrate their culture with faith and flavors.See Page 6.

ECUMENICALHoly Family of Nazareth Irving church community’s relationship with neighboring mosque is based on unity and peace.   See Page 3.

DIOCESE
Prayers for peaceDiocese of Dallas held a National Day of Prayer for Peace in Our Community Sept. 9 at Holy Cross Catholic Church.    See Page 2.

By Violeta RochaSpecial to The Texas Catholic
FRISCO — When he returned from Vietnam in 1968, Carlos Liscano felt a strong calling urging him to help. “I wanted to do something for my fellow man,” said Liscano, now a 70-year-old veteran. “I felt and I still feel that every new day is a gift,” he added, trying to sum up in words almost 50 years of service for his parish and community. The doors were wide open for Liscano at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, where he could serve a faithful commu-nity — something he has done for the last five decades. Liscano has been devoted to serving as a lector, Eucharistic Minister, 

catechist and director of spiritual retreats for the Spanish-speaking faithful. He has also been an exemplary father of five chil-dren, a mentor for at-risk His-panic students and a dedicated grandfather determined to raise his eight grandchildren in the light of the Christian values.Liscano’s legacy in the edu-cation field will be honored in the fall of 2017 when the Frisco Independent School District is scheduled to open Carlos Liscano Elementary School. “Nothing belongs to us, we don’t belong to anyone and everything is for God,” said Liscano, whose primary inspira-tion was his mother, a devotee of Our Lady of Guadalupe, who 
BEN TORRES/Special Contributor

Carlos and Yolanda Liscano, parishioners at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church, at 

their home on Aug. 28. 

An honorable man in service and in faith

Bishop Farrell says goodbye

HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH

See AFTER, Page 7

BEN TORRES/Special Contributor

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell prepares to exit his final public Mass as the Bishop of Dallas on Sept. 10 at the Cathedral Shrine of the Virgin of Guadalupe in downtown Dallas.  

A special tribute to Bishop Kevin J. Farrell, Pages B1-B44. 
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DIOCESE
All Saints Olympian 

All Saints Catholic Church community 

comes together to cheer on its very 

own Olympic gold medalist. 

See Page 6.

DIOCESE
Celebrating Service 

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell honors two 

men who between them have given 

more than 100 years of service to the 

Diocese of Dallas.

See Page 29.

FAITH
Mission Trips 2016 

Diocesan youth and young adult 

groups embark on mission trips to 

Nicaragua in June and July.   

See Pages B1-B8.

SCHOOLS
Back To School 2016

In late August, approximately 15,000 

students returned to class at Dallas 

Catholic Schools.  

See Pages 7-26.

Catholic News Service

Pope Francis greets Bishop Kevin J. Farrell of Dallas in Washington in September 2015. Pope Francis has named the Texas bishop to head the Vatican’s new Dicastery for 

the Laity, Family and Life. Visit TexasCatholic.com for additional video coverage and updates.

CALLED TO ROME

Bishop Farrell to head Dicastery for Laity, Family and Life

By David Sedeño

The Texas Catholic

Pope Francis appointed Dallas 

Bishop Kevin J. Farrell on Aug. 17 

to lead a new Vatican office for the 

laity, family and life, in a continuation 

of his quest to overhaul the Vatican 

Curia for more efficiency and trans-

parency and to highlight the growing 

and important role of the laity among 

the world’s 1.2 billion Catholics.

On Sept. 1, the new Dicastery for 

the Laity, Family and Life will merge 

the current Pontifical Council for the 

Laity and the Pontifical Council for 

the Family, which will cease operat-

ing as separate units; the Pontifical 

Academy for Life will remain as a 

separate unit but will report to the 

new dicastery.
The new dicastery will focus on 

matters of the laity and for the pastoral 

care of the family in accordance with 

Pope Francis’ recent apostolic exhor-

tation, Amoris Laetitis, or the Joy of 

Love, and the support of human life. 

Bishop Farrell is scheduled to 

travel to Rome in the coming days 

to open the office and meet with his 

new staff. He will celebrate his 69th 

birthday on Sept. 2. 

He will return to Dallas for a few 

days in September before relocating 

permanently to Rome in October. 

He will be the highest-ranking U.S. 

prelate serving at the Vatican.

Upon Bishop Farrell’s departure, 

Auxiliary Bishop Gregory Kelly will 

lead the diocese until Pope Francis 

appoints a successor in the coming 

months.
The new office that Bishop Farrell 

will head will include a staff of at least 

one other bishop and three lay people 

who will serve as department heads. 

In a letter to priests of the diocese 

and the staff of the Pastoral Center 

and at a news conference later in 

the day on Aug. 17, Bishop Farrell 

thanked the Holy Father for his 

confidence in him to lead the new 

office, but said he also welcomed the 

appointment with mixed emotions.

Bishop Farrell became the seventh 

bishop of the Diocese of Dallas when 

he was appointed on March 6, 2007, 

by Pope Benedict XVI and was 

installed at the Cathedral Shrine of 

the Virgin of Guadalupe in downtown 

Dallas on May 1, 2007.

When he became the chief 

shepherd of the diocese, there were 

approximately 947,000 Catholics, 

compared to the current 1.3 million, 

thanks in part to the arrival of immi-

grants from across the United States 

and abroad.
“Dallas has been my home for 

10 years and, from the beginning, 

I quickly grew to love the beautiful 

people and the culture here,” he said 

in the letter. “The strong faith, kind-

ness and generosity of the people in 

the Diocese of Dallas surpassed all 

of my expectations.

“A bishop can get nothing of sig-

nificance done in a diocese without 

the hard work and cooperation of 

pastors, priests, his senior staff 

and diocesan employees,” he said. 

“Together, I believe we have accom-

plished many goals and put others 

in motion that have improved and 

enhanced service and ministry to the 

good people we serve.”

Bishop Farrell said at the news 

conference that the importance of the 

vocation of marriage and the family is 

at the core for the future of not only 

the Catholic Church, but of society. 

He also addressed the acrimony 

brought on by violence, saying that 

people must understand commonali-

ties beyond their differences.

“We need to build bridges, not 

walls,” he said.

As part of the life issue, he reit-

erated that the Texas bishops have 

sent Texas Gov. Greg Abbott a letter 

requesting clemency for Jeff Wood, 

who was scheduled for execution 

See BISHOP, Page 5
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Calendar publication dates
2017 Editions

Catholic Schools Week January 20

Elderly Care March 17

Graduation  June 21

Back To School August 25

College Guide September 1

SPECIAL ISSUES 2017


